Syllabus of Accounting Seminar

Weining Zhang  张维宁


Goal: The goal of this course is to expand your ability to perform financial accounting research. A prerequisite to this goal is learning to be a good and patient reader of accounting research. Superficial reading and discussion cannot accomplish this prerequisite. Rather, you must ask what makes a given paper tick: what are the research question and research design? How does the paper borrow from or expand on the related literature? What are the potential problems in model formulation or empirical inference?  How can these problems be resolved? In addition, to perform accounting research, you must learn to identify important and unanswered research questions that are capable of adequate resolution. 

Requirements: The course will be conducted as a seminar/workshop, tentatively meeting for 6 hours on scheduled days. The course will be composed of 6 day-sessions. Three or four papers will be discussed in a typical session. Each participant will be responsible for reading the assigned papers for each class and the responsibility for leading the discussion will rotate among the students. 



Reading List
(This reading list is preliminary. We can change some papers during the course.)

[bookmark: _GoBack]每日上课早9:00-12:00  下午1:30-4:30

Day 1:（教室：SD303   ；时间：26,Sep）
Professor teaches the framework of financial accounting research, basic econometrics for accounting research and basic SAS skills.

Day 2:（教室：SD303   ；时间：30,Sep）
1. Barth, Beaver and Landsman, Relative valuation roles of equity book value and net income as a function of financial health, JAE (Feb 1998)
2. Francis, Olsson and Oswald, Comparing the accuracy and explicability of dividend, free cash flow, and abnormal earnings equity value estimates, JAR (Spring 2000)
3. Sloan. Do stock prices fully reflect information in accruals and cash flow about future earnings? TAR (1996)
4. Fairfield, Whisenant, and Yohn, Accrued Earnings and Growth: Implications for Future Earnings Performance and Market Mispricing.TAR (2003)

Day 3:（教室：SD611   ；时间：13,Oct）
5. Burgstahler and Dichev, Earnings management to avoid earnings decreases and losses, JAE (Dec 1997)
6. Dechow and Dichev, The quality of accruals and earnings: The role of accrual estimation errors. TAR (2002). Read its discussion paper: McNichols. Discussion of the quality of accruals and earnings: The role of accrual estimation errors. TAR (2002).
7. Roychowdury, Earnings management through real activities manipulation, JAE 2006
8. Basu, The conservatism principle and the asymmetric timeliness of earnings, JAE (Dec 1997)

Day 4:（教室：SD611   ；时间：16,Oct）
9. Graham, Harvey and Rajgopal, The economic implications of corporate financial reporting, JAE (2005) 
10. Ali, Chen and Radhakrishnan, Corporate Disclosures by Family Firm, JAE (2007)
11. Kothari, Shu and Wysocki, Do Managers Withhold Bad News? JAR (2009)
12. Rogers and Van Buskirk, Bundled forecasts in empirical accounting research, JAE (2013)

Day 5:（教室：SD611   ；时间：20,Oct）
13. Ettredge, Huang and Zhang. Earnings Restatements and Differential Timeliness of Accounting Conservatism. JAE 2012.
14. Ettredge, Huang and Zhang.Restatement Disclosures and Management Earnings Forecasts. AH 2013.
15. Shroff, Sun, White and Zhang. Voluntary Disclosure and Information Asymmetry: Evidence from the 2005 Securities Offering Reform. JAR 2013

Day 6:（教室：SD611   ；时间：23,Oct）
16. Ali and Zhang. CEO Tenure and Earnings Management. JAE 2015.
17. Dai, Jin and Zhang. Executive Pay-Performance Sensitivity and Litigation. CAR 2014.
18. Bushman, Dai and Zhang. Management Team Incentive Dispersion and Firm Performance. TAR 2015.



